
Save The Cambridge Green Belt

30 September 2013

Dear Councillor Bick,
(as leader of Cambridge City Council)

We are pleased to enclose over 2000 signatures of those who have signed in 
protest at the current inclusion of Green Belt sites within the draft Local Plan. 
This  number  includes  both  on-line  and  hard-copy  signatures.  We wish  to 
include this petition as part of our formal representation to the Government 
Planning Inspector concerning the Local Plan. 

The wording of the petition is as follows:

We, the undersigned, call On Cambridge City and South Cambs 
Councils to withdraw all sites in the Green Belt proposed for 
development in the draft Local Plan

* We oppose further destruction of the Green Belt. There are no 
exceptional circumstances that justify it.

* We oppose urban sprawl that will destroy the historic, compact 
character of Cambridge, its surrounding villages and countryside and 
will further add to traffic congestion. 

* The Councils' plans are based on out-of-date growth forecasts and first 
consideration  should  be  given  to  greater  re-use  of  existing  sites 
(including brownfield) not in the Green Belt.

It should be noted that the signatories to this petition come from a wide range 
of locations within the city of Cambridge and its surrounding villages. In no 
way can this list be interpreted as an example of NIMBYism. The list contains 
distinguished  members  of  the  University,  including  several  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society.  It  also  includes signatories from a  wide range of  countries 
(such as Australia, USA and China) representing people previously resident 
here who are concerned about the  future of the city that they have grown to 
love. 

From the heartfelt and passionate comments posted on the petition web-site 
by the signatories, it is clear that there is a very strong groundswell of opinion 
in opposition to the inclusion of Green Belt within the Local Plan. It is well-



known that if one person takes concrete action concerning a particular issue, 
be it writing to their Councillor, or MP, or signing a petition, there are at least  
nine more households who share their opinion. However one calculates the 
precise numbers, it is clear that there is strong local opposition to the inclusion 
of the Green Belt  in the Local  Plan, and if  Localism means anything, it  is 
important that both the local Councils and the Planning Inspector take this 
opposition seriously. 

The numerous specific objections have already been made on the Council 
web-site and underline the concern that there are numerous flaws in the draft 
Plan.

Concerning  the  key  points  in  the  petition,  we  argue  that  the  exceptional 
circumstances that might justify building on the Green Belt do not exist for the 
following reasons:

1) Alternative brownfield sites exist within the city that could be used 
instead. For example, analysis has shown that up to 1200 homes could 
be built on the Newmarket Rd retail parks without loss of retail space. 

Given that there exist unexploited brownfield sites within the City there 
is no exceptional circumstance justifying development in the Green 
Belt.

2) There is significant uncertainty in the growth forecasts used by the 
Councils in setting the housing target. The range of estimates is 21% 
for population, 8.5% for required households, and 17% for jobs growth. 
In each case the Councils have created higher estimates than 
recognised national bodies.

Estimate CCC Estimate Difference

Housing  units 
required (2031)

55,200
(DCLG)

59,900 4,700

Population (2021) 120,900
(ONS)

147,400 26,100

Additionally, the Census in 2011 caused a downward revision of the 
City population estimate from 125,700 to 122,700.  This translates to 
about 1000 dwellings that no longer need to be built to achieve the 



Council's housing target.

Given the uncertainty in the estimated housing requirement, it cannot 
justify the exceptional circumstances needed to build on the Green 
Belt. It is probable that the Councils have overestimated the 
requirement by far more than the 430 units planned in the Green Belt.

3) Cambridge, as a city and in its setting in South Cambridgeshire, is a 
place of national and international reputation regarding its architecture, 
heritage and beauty.  

There is concern amongst residents, as shown in the petition and 
comments, that the Councils' plans do not adequately protect the City's 
compact nature. 

4) No transport draft plan has been published showing how the city and 
surrounding region will deal with the proposed 30% housing growth in 
the City.  

With no transport plan in place the Councils cannot show how the draft 
plan can meet sustainability requirements. The proposed Green Belt 
developments are on arterial routes into the city, and any increase in 
traffic is likely to have a disproportionate impact on traffic flow. 

5) The Green Belt sites selected by the City for development (GB1,2,3) 
have special environmental interest.  They are close to, or adjacent to, 
a site of Special Scientific Interest, and two sites of Local Nature 
Conservation Interest.  

In our discussions with council representatives, you have always emphasised 
the danger of the Draft Local Plan not being accepted at the review process, 
and how this would leave the planning process and Green Belt at the mercy of 
developers and “planning by appeal”.

We ask you to consider that inclusion of the Green Belt sites in the draft plan 
might look somewhat contrived to an external observer, as it provides only a 
very small  component  of  the overall  housing  build.   It  seems as if  it  was 
included to add credibility to the plan. Given the objective issues, it is quite 
possible  that  the plan may meet opposition from the  inspector  because it 
unnecessarily includes Green Belt sites.



Given the alternative brownfield sites, the uncertainty in the actual housing 
requirement, the special importance of the Green Belt site in preserving the 
compact  size  of  Cambridge –  for  these  reasons we  urge  the  Councils  to 
reconsider and withdraw the Green Belt sites from the Draft Plan.

A copy of this petition will be delivered to the South Cambridgeshire District 
Council on 14th October.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Swallowe (chair, Save The Cambridge Green Belt)
[for the concerned residents of Cambridge and surrounding villages]


